[The mechanism of tachycardic arrhythmias].
The mechanisms of cardiac tachyarrhythmias are discussed on the basis of experimental animal studies. Two major mechanisms are discussed in detail: membrane oscillations arising form electrically unstable cells and acting as ectopic foci of a tachycardia, and disturbances of impulse propagation which cause vortex-like circulating excitation with re-entry. These vorteces from the origin of the re-entrant tachycardias and of ventricular fibrillation.